Int’l. Fishing and Related Activities

holder must report high seas catch and
effort by maintaining and submitting
the log provided by the Regional Ad-
ministrator, Southwest Region, NMFS.

(3) For other fisheries, a permit hold-
er must report high seas catch and ef-
fort by maintaining and submitting
records, specific to the fishing gear
being used, on forms provided by the
Regional Administrator of the NMFS
Region which issued the permit hold-
er’s HSFCA permit.

(c) Confidentiality of statistics. Infor-
mation submitted pursuant to this sub-
part will be treated in accordance with
the provisions of 50 CFR part 600 of this
title.

[64 FR 15, Jan. 4, 1999, as amended at 67 FR
64312, Oct. 18, 2002]

Subpart C—Pacific Tuna Fisheries

AUTHORITY: 16 U.S.C. 951-961 et seq.

§300.20 Purpose and scope.

The regulations in this subpart are
issued under the authority of the Tuna
Conventions Act of 1950 (Act). The reg-
ulations implement recommendations
of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna
Commission (IATTC) for the conserva-
tion and management of highly migra-
tory fish resources in the Eastern
Tropical Pacific Ocean so far as they
affect vessels and persons subject to
the jurisdiction of the United States.

[69 FR 67277, Nov. 17, 2004]

§300.21 Definitions.

In addition to the terms defined in
§300.2, in the Act, and in the Conven-
tion for the Establishment of an Inter-
American Tropical Tuna Commission
(Convention), the terms used in this
subpart have the following meanings. If
a term is defined differently in §300.2,
in the Act, or in the Convention, the
definition in this section shall apply.

Bigeye tuna means the species
Thunnus obesus.
Commission’s Yellowfin  Regulatory

Area (CYRA) means the waters bounded
by a line extending westward from the
mainland of North America along the
40° N. latitude parallel, and connecting
the following coordinates:

40° N. lat., 125° W. long.;
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20° N. lat., 125° W. long.;

20° N. lat., 120° W. long.;

5°N. lat., 120° W. long.;

5°N. lat., 110° W. long.;

10° S. lat., 110° W. long.;

10° S. lat., 90° W. long.;

30° S. lat., 90° W. long.; and then eastward
along the 30° S. latitude parallel to the
coast of South America.

Convention Area means the waters
within the area bounded by the main-
land of the Americas, lines extending
westward from the mainland of the
Americas along the 40° N. lat. and 40°
S. lat., and 150° W. long.

Fish aggregating device (FAD) means a
manmade raft or other floating object
used to attract tuna and make them
available to fishing vessels.

Fishing trip means a period of time
between landings when fishing is con-
ducted.

Fishing vessel means any vessel, boat,
ship, or other craft that is used for,
equipped to be used for, or of a type
that is normally used for fishing or for
assisting or supporting a vessel en-
gaged in fishing, except purse seine
skiffs.

Floating object means any natural ob-
ject or FAD around which fishing ves-
sels may catch tuna.

Incidental catch or incidental species
means species caught while fishing
with the primary purpose of catching a
different species. An incidental catch is
expressed as a percentage of the weight
of the total fish on board.

Land or Landing means to begin
transfer of fish from a fishing vessel.
Once transfer begins, all fish on board
the vessel are counted as part of the
landing.

Observer means an individual placed
aboard a fishing vessel under the
IATTC observer program or any other
international observer program in
which the United States may partici-
pate.

South Pacific Tuna Treaty means the
Treaty on Fisheries Between the Gov-
ernments of Certain Pacific Island
States and the Government of the
United States of America (60 CFR part
300, subpart D).

Tender vessel means a vessel that does
not engage in purse seine fishing but
tends to FADs in support of tuna fish-
ing operations.
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§300.22

Transship means to unload fish from
a vessel that caught fish to another
vessel.

Transshipment receiving vessel means
any vessel, boat, ship, or other craft
that is used to receive fish from a fish-
ing vessel.

Vessel Register means the regional
register of vessels authorized to purse
seine for tuna in the Convention Area,
as established by the Inter-American
Tropical Tuna Commission on June 28,
2002.

[61 FR 35550, July 5, 1996, as amended at 64
FR 29133, May 28, 1999; 64 FR 44430, Aug. 16,
1999; 69 FR 67277, Nov. 17, 2004; 70 FR 19010,
Apr. 12, 2005]

§300.22 Yellowfin tuna—record-
keeping and written reports.

(a) The master or other person in
charge of a fishing vessel, or a person
authorized in writing to serve as the
agent for either person, must keep an
accurate log of all operations con-
ducted from the fishing vessel, entering
for each day the date, noon position
(stated in latitude and longitude or in
relation to known physical features),
and the tonnage of fish on board, by
species. The record and bridge log
maintained at the request of the
IATTC shall be sufficient to comply
with this paragraph, provided the
items of information specified are ac-
curately entered in the log.

(b) Vessel register. Except as provided
under paragraph (b)(1) of this section,
vessels must be listed on the Vessel
Register and categorized as active
under paragraph (b)(4)(i) of this section
in order to purse seine for tuna in the
Convention Area.

(1) Exceptions. The following classes
of vessels are exempted from being list-
ed on the Vessel Register to purse seine
for tuna in the Convention Area:

(i) Vessels licensed under the South
Pacific Tuna Treaty that exercise an
option to fish in the Convention Area
for a single trip each year, provided
that the total number of optional trips
does not exceed 32 in a given calendar
year. Each optional trip in the Conven-
tion Area may not exceed 90 days in
duration.

(ii) Vessels of 400 st (362.8 mt) or less
carrying capacity for which landings of
tuna caught in the Convention Area

50 CFR Ch. Il (10-1-06 Edition)

comprise 50 percent or less of the ves-
sel’s total landings, by weight, for a
given calendar year.

(2) Requirements for inclusion on the
vessel register. The Vessel Register shall
include, consistent with resolutions of
the IATTC, only vessels that fished in
the Convention Area prior to the cre-
ation of the Vessel Register on June 28,
2002. New vessels may be added to the
Vessel Register at any time to replace
those previously removed by the Re-
gional Administrator, provided that
the total capacity of the replacement
vessel or vessels does not exceed that
of the vessel or vessels being replaced.

(3) Vessel information. The owner of
any fishing vessel that uses purse
seine, longline, drift gillnet, harpoon,
or troll fishing gear to harvest tuna in
the Convention Area for sale or a per-
son authorized in writing to serve as
agent for the owner must provide such
information about the vessel and its
characteristics as requested by the Re-
gional Administrator, to conform to
IATTC actions relative to the Vessel
Register. This information initially in-
cludes, but is not limited to, vessel
name and registration number; a pho-
tograph of the vessel with the registra-
tion number showing and legible; ves-
sel length, beam and moulded depth;
gross tonnage and hold capacity in
cubic meters and tonnage; engine
horsepower; date and place where built;
and type of fishing method or methods
used.

(4) Vessel register status. For a vessel
to be categorized as either ‘‘active’ or
“inactive” on the Vessel Register in
the following calendar year, the vessel
owner or managing owner must submit
to the Regional Administrator under
§216.24(b) of this title, the observer
placement fee, vessel permit applica-
tion, and permit application processing
fee for the vessel.

(i) Active status. As early as August 1
of each year, vessel owners or man-
aging owners may submit to the Re-
gional Administrator, a vessel permit
application and payment of the permit
application fee and observer placement
fee for each vessel in excess of 400 st
(362.8 mt) carrying capacity qualified
to be listed on the Vessel Register
under paragraph (b)(2) of this section
to have a vessel categorized as active

702



